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	DBQ Steps
	1. Read the historical context & essay question 

2. Complete the scaffolding questions in complete sentences. 

3. Plan how to write your essay using graphic organizer. 

4. Write your essay!


  

How do I write an introduction? 

Your introduction should be about 3 sentences. 

· The first sentence needs to grab the reader's attention! Try to be a little creative, but not personal (don't talk to the reader). Most of our questions are a little silly, so avoid starting with a question.

· The second sentence can list for the reader the examples or topics you will discuss in the body of your essay.

· Your last sentence should be your thesis statement or big idea. Answer the question directly in one sentence.

What should my body paragraphs have in them? 

A DBQ essay will usually have 2 or 3 body paragraphs. You will include the same basic parts in each body paragraph. 

· Start with a topic sentence that tells the reader what the paragraph will be about. 

· Discuss, analyze, and quote the documents that support the topic sentence. Do not include document numbers in your essay! 

· Include outside information that supports the documents and the topic sentence. 

What is my conclusion supposed to look like? 

The conclusion can be the hardest part for most writers; what's left to say?! Start with your original thesis statement, but try to put it in new words. You can also list the topics you talked about in your body paragraphs. Avoid adding any new information. 

